Pope Pius XI
very little different from what happened when we brought
back the four hundred and fifty pilgrims from the un-
employed pilgrimage to Rome. We had to travel on a
Friday, on a special train through Italy and France. It
was impossible to provide fish, so we obtained special
permission in Rome to enable us to have meat. As I
passed through a carriage I saw some of the Irish pilgrims
sticking carefully to potatoes and vegetables. I pointed
out to them that the Pope had given them a special
dispensation to eat meat. One of them looked at me hard,
and said "Ah, the Pope should know better than to say a
thing like that."
The majority of these people used to believe completely
in everything the priests told them, be it with regard to
religion, where priests have a right to authority, or with
regard to mundane matters, where they are as fallible as
everybody else, and it has been at times difficult for both
priests and people to follow the politics of the Vatican.
It is a well-known fact that the i2th of July is a great
celebration day for Orangemen and Catholics, the anni-
versary of the Battle of Boyne, yet historical facts are the
exact opposite to the actual celebrations. When William
III defeated Catholic James II and the news penetrated to
Rome, St Peter's and the whole city were illuminated*
This fact is ignored in South Ireland. The reason was that
the Pope at that time considered that every defeat,
however indirect, to the forces of Louis XIV, was a victory
for Rome, since Louis XIV was trying to make himself
independent of Vatican control in France, and Louis XIV
was behind James II.
During the Pontificate of the present Pope any sign or
tendency of friendship and reunion between Ireland and